Our unique
approach to
developing
independent
learners and
using creative
thinking

Seeing new ideas daily
It can feel that new ideas come daily
whether that is with new assignments or
completing a longer assignment over a
series of days.
It can feel like a new idea with no root to
something they already know.
Students often forget that school lessons
build on concepts they have previously
learnt.
But grasping the larger framework of how
ideas and knowledge build upon each
other, how they form an intentional
continuum that stretches through units
and grade levels and connects to existing
background knowledge, helps build
deeper, more durable learning.

It’s also a critical part of students taking
ownership of their own learning.
Here are five questions to help students
build the metacognitive habits to evaluate
new materials and make sense of them,
helping them grow as competent,
independent learners.
1. What stands out to me? What makes
me wonder?
2. Which parts or terms are new to me,
and which parts do I recognize?
3. How does this connect with what I
already know?
4. What follow-up questions do I have?
5. Why is this idea important?

Seeing new ideas in practice
We will be
using this
image in
the video
so please
view it
before
watching
the video.

Developing creating thinking
Think of the inventions that have
shaped the world in the last 21
years
- laptops and tablets
- smart phones
- smart watches
- social media
- electric cars
- hydrid technologies
- digital media
All of this was created because
someone asked a question.
What, who, where, why and how?

Developing creating thinking
They asked questions to learn and
if they didnt like something they
created a solution - something
new.
But they had to learn to question.
They had to learn it is acceptable
to ask questions.
Often it feels unacceptable but this
is due to constraints of time or
effort on the part of the person
receiving the question. This often
occurs in a traditional school
setting. It develops a deep seated
fear of questioning in a student
which they carry through their life.

Developing creating thinking
People who create change have
decided that they will not accept
“no”.
They will continue to question until
they get an answer that is
acceptable OR they create the
answer themselves.
If you are scared to ask questions,
you can fix this.
You have to change how your
mind views asking a question.
Yes, this can be “extra” work but it
is to your advantage in life.

Questions to answer
1. What do I fear about asking a
question?
2. What is the worst thing that can
happen if I ask a question?
3. What is the best thing that can
happen if I ask a question?
4. Do I feel I can only ask one
question (per day or per subject?)
Why do I feel that?
5. Am I allowed to ask as many
questions as I need to?
6. What can I do to remind myself
asking questions is allowed and
welcomed by Mandy and Kylie?
7. What else do I need to do to work
through getting comfortable with
asking questions?

